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On Sept. 5, Ebrahim Asvat became provisional director of the Public Police Force, marking the
first time in Panamanian history that a civilian has filled such a post. Asvat replaces Lt.Col.
Fernando Quesada. Quesada was removed by President Guillermo Endara after he had publicly
accused Roberto Eisenmann of "incest." Eisenmann is manager and principal stockholder of daily
newspaper La Prensa. Quesada's predecessors, Cols. Roberto Armijo and Eduardo Herrera, were
also dismissed rather abruptly. Armijo was removed because he refused to provide information on
the source of a large bank deposit he made. Reasons for the dismissal of Herrera were not specified.
Like Armijo, Quesada had not yet completed two weeks at the head of the police force before he
was removed. First Vice President and Interior Minister Ricardo Arias has been a target of constant
criticism for maintaining the majority of former members of the defunct Panamanian Defense
Forces in the national police ranks, and as a result of the rising incidence of crime. Armed robbery
and assault has trebled in the first six months of the year, according to recent statistics released
by the chief of the judicial technical police (PTJ), Leslie Loaiza. In a letter released to the press,
Quesada said the La Prensa publisher was "irresponsible and dishonest." According to the letter,
Eisenmann received illegal payments from Noriega in the amount of $25,000. According to Quesada,
Noriega had irrefutable proof that Eisenmann "had committed incest." (Basic data from ACAN-EFE,
09/05/90)
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